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Please identify the specific measures your administration would take to ensure that Illinois fully meets its annual obligations for the cost of services provided to these children by the voluntary, not-for-profit sector.

What would you propose to resolve this issue?  Will you initiate an automatic annual payment adjustment to reflect the actual cost of care?
No private business would treat its subcontractors, vendors, and partners the way Illinois treats its non-profit sector providers.  When non-profit providers obtain adequate reimbursements for 

the services they provide, more children receive the care they need to become successful citizens.

As Governor, I want to improve our data and evaluation systems to understand the value added by our non-profit providers.  By documenting the improved development and reduced treatment costs associated with the quality of care, we will be able to make the case together that those caring for our children deserve and need reimbursements that reflect the basic cost of delivering these services.  

Illinois thrives when its non-profit partners have the resources they need to promote success for our most vulnerable children.

Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention

What actions would your administration take to ensure that these services are more uniformly available statewide?
Reclaim Ohio is a model juvenile justice and delinquency project that Illinois should explore replicating.  Under the project, local governmental units receive the proportionate funding for prevention, treatment, and incarceration of juveniles regardless of how many juveniles are incarcerated.  Unfortunately, Illinois currently encourages juvenile incarceration by fully funding prisons for teens, but under-funding prevention and treatment alternatives that can help reach at-risk juveniles early enough to prevent them from entering a lifelong cycle of crime.   By changing our implicit financial incentives in both our corrections and our prevention systems, Illinois can both reduce juvenile crime and improve development for our teens.  

Specialized Services in Education

Do you favor the continuation of these earmarked funds through a specific line item?  What level of support do you propose for these services during your administration?
As Governor, I will consult with special education experts and parents in Illinois to make sure our current special education funding is done consistent with federal and state law as well as in a manner that produces the best developmental outcomes for our children.

Mental Health Services

How would your administration propose to ensure that sufficient mental health services are available across the state for the children and families that require them?  How would you propose to ensure the coordination of all services to children with the Illinois Department of Human Services?

The Illinois Children’s Mental Health Task Force is analyzing current prevention and treatments services for Illinois children.  This Task Force is comprised of experts and leaders on children’s mental health issues throughout Illinois.  As Governor, I will work with the Task Force to implement these recommendations as Illinois budget limitations allow.  I will also prioritize these issues by demonstrating how improved mental health services for children will reduce treatment costs and promote better school outcomes.  

