MONDAY REPORT

July 9, 2001

SPECIAL NOTE:  Copyright 2001. The Monday Report is produced each week as a benefit to the member agencies of the Child Care Association. Please protect this membership benefit - DO NOT copy and distribute this report to agencies/staff that are not members of CCA. Thank you for your cooperation.

======================================================================

JUVENILE JUSTICE CONFERENCE

======================================================================

Today is the final opportunity for CCAI members to register for this week’s conference on Juvenile Justice, “New Partnerships for Juvenile Justice-Implementing Balanced and Restorative Justice in Illinois,” on July 11 and 12 at the Holiday Inn Matteson. 

The conference will include a plenary session by national expert, Dennis Maloney on National Perspectives and Challenges for Illinois, presentation on developing a comprehensive juvenile justice policy from Cook County State’s Attorney’s representatives and a number of workshops highlighting current innovative programs using the balanced and restorative justice principles. In the works are commitments from other national presenters on federal funding streams and new initiatives. There will also be a panel exchange on development across disciplines of future policy initiatives. This conference will provide a unique opportunity for CCA members to network with key players in the legal system and policy community as we move towards intensifying our interests and advocacy around juvenile justice concerns. If space permits, CCAI members can register by Tuesday, July 10 by faxing the registration form to the CCAI Springfield office. (MB)

======================================================================

SPECIAL EDUCATION

======================================================================

SPECIAL EDUCATION CERTIFICATION CHANGES MOVE FORWARD DESPITE APPEAL TO U.S. COURT OF APPEALS

“Late Friday, the Corey H. case was appealed to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.  Now a three judge panel will decide whether to issue a Temporary Restraining Order that would immediately stop the Illinois State Board of Education from ‘any further promulgation, publication, implementation or enforcement of certain new administrative rules for the certification of special education teachers in the State of Illinois.’

On Thursday, as expected, Judge Gettleman had denied the request for a Temporary Restraining Order, and that denial is what is currently being appealed.  The appeal is on behalf of teachers and students outside of Chicago and is supported by the Illinois Education Association.  Neither the Chicago Teachers Union, nor the Illinois Federation of Teachers has taken any action to oppose the new rules, instead relying on the Chicago Board of Education (Sue Gamm) and ISBE to ‘represent’ their members.

Also, on Thursday, Judge Gettleman approved the final transition plan for current teachers, and ordered it be put into effect immediately.  ISBE now plans to ‘automatically reissue’ the certificate of each of the 48,958 people in Illinois holding special education endorsement or approval.  Each will receive either a Learning and Behavior Specialist I (LBS l) ‘unlimited’ (if they now have training in teaching two specific types of disability) or a LBS 1 ‘limited’ (if they now have training in only one type of disability.

The main problem with ISBE’s plan for current teachers is that if they have training in two specific areas of special education, they would immediately be ‘qualified’ to teach students with all seven types of disability in LBS l (even though they have no training whatsoever in the other five types of disability),

How is that going to increase student learning in any way?  The current EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP has an article titled “The Realities of Out-of-Field Teaching: Requiring teachers to teach classes for which they have not been trained or educated HARMS TEACHERS AND STUDENTS.”

It states that even “Highly qualified teachers may actually become highly unqualified” when forced to teach in areas “for which they have little training or education.”

If a current special education teacher doesn’t have certification or approval in the 2 specific areas, that teacher will be “qualified” to teach all 7 areas just as soon as they have training in 1 more area; or automatically within 3 years.

The seven areas are (1) learning disabilities – LD (2) autism (3) traumatic brain injury (4) behavior and severe emotional disturbance – BD (5) mental retardation including EMH (educable) and TMH (trainable) and severe and profound (6) orthopedic and physical disabilities – PH (7) other health impairments such as Attention Deficit Disorder.

Students from age 5 to age 21, “at all levels of severity” exhibiting any of the above disabilities, or any combination of these disabilities are included in LBS I.

These range from behavior problems to mental problems to physical problems to learning problems: a tremendous range that even the organization of special ed professors in Illinois has stated: “the breadth of knowledge that these teachers must have is astounding…We believe that the quality of our programs will be compromised.” (And they are only talking about new teachers. What about current teachers that ISBE now plans to require it as of July 1, 2001, without any additional immediate training of any type?  (BRH, taken directly from ISELA Report, 7-2-01).

======================================================================

GENERAL

======================================================================

SACWIS POS ADVOCATE POSITIONS

As part of an effort to insure that POS agencies continue to have a role and an ongoing communication process with SACWIS as it is developed, it was recommended by the Advisory Committee that two POS advocate positions be created to work specifically with the private agencies as SACWIS is implemented.  Effective July 2001, those positions have been filled and have begun work with the project.  One position is designated for the Cook area and one is designated for downstate.  Priscilla Parker, formerly with LCFS, will be working with the agencies in the Cook area and Joanne Dedert, who had worked with Chaddock in the past, will be working with the downstate agencies.  Both positions began work July 2, 2001.  After an initial few weeks of orientation and briefing on status of the project, it is anticipated that Priscilla and Joanne will start contacting agencies to share information on the prototype and other critical issues impacting the private agencies.  In addition they will be gathering information from agencies on progress by agencies in implementing their plans to install SACWIS computer equipment and identifying other issues that agencies must address in implementing and maintaining this type of client information system.  What are the issues related to AFCARS compliance so agencies can receive reimbursement for SACWIS equipment expenses?  What problems or concerns do agencies have regarding grants/contract issues, processing of payments, internal staff changes caused by SACWIS etc.?  These two positions will also serve as coordinators in working with those individuals from the private agencies that will participate in design of Phase II for SACWIS, which begins in August.  Agencies should be expecting to hear from Priscilla or Joanne within a month.  We hope with the addition of these two positions agencies will have more direct access to SACWIS information on a regular basis and ongoing contact with SACWIS project staff.  (JMS)

PROPOSAL TYING WELFORM REFORM TO CHILD POVERTY

It was reported in a recent Child Protection Report, that under new legislation that states that reduce their child-poverty rates would share an additional $150 million in annual bonus money tied to TANF.  The Child Poverty Reduction Act (H.R. 2166/S. 1027), introduced June 13 by Rep. Pete Stark (D-Calif.) and Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) would amend the 1996 Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act to add a criterion reducing child poverty for states to receive incentive funding under the 1996 law.  Current criterions are related to those individuals that enter the work force and proportion of children born into two-parent households.  Some have felt that too much attention has been placed on the reduction of caseloads in determining that welfare reform has been a success and there has been little impact on the proportion of children in poverty.  To get its share of the bonus money for reducing its child-poverty rate, each state would have to keep its rate below a certain level.   Support for the legislation comes from the Alliance for Children and Families, the Child Welfare League of America, the National Association of Social Workers, and Prevent Child Abuse America.  (JMS)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CWLA KINSHIP CARE CONFERENCE

CWLA still needs volunteers to help with the upcoming Kinship Care Conference in Chicago. We have reprinted the volunteer form below, for staff to use. 

Kinship Care National Conference

VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP FORM
Thank you for volunteering to help with the CWLA National Kinship Care Conference to be held July 23-27, 2001 at the Chicago Hilton Hotel in Chicago, IL. We need approximately 30 volunteers each day to help with the following list of events.  Please check the event you would like to help with and return this form by July 13 to Margie Fowler at the CWLA F Street Office.  As a volunteer, your registration fee will be waived for the same number of hours that you volunteer.  For example, if you volunteer for a half-day, tuition will be waived for the rest of that day.  If you volunteer for a full day, tuition will be waived for an additional full day. On the workshops, please plan on volunteering for half a day and indicate below your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices for each Session (example, A1, B2, C6, etc.)  These will be filled on a first come, first serve basis. You will also need to plan to attend the Volunteer Orientation on Friday, July 20 at 10:00am.  We will also be stuffing registration packets at this time and would appreciate any time you can give. We appreciate your help and look forward to seeing you at the Conference!

Monday, July 23

_____CEU Table (8:00am-3:00pm) 2ppl

_____Conf Office (8:00am-5:00pm) 2ppl

_____Registration (8:00am-3:00pm) 4ppl

_____Meet/Direct (8:00 am-2:45 pm) 4ppl 

_____Pre Conference Institute I 1person

Tuesday, July 24

_____CEU Table (8:00am-4:00pm) 2ppl

_____Conf Office (8:00am-4:00pm) 2ppl

_____Registration (8:00 am-4:00pm) 4ppl

_____Meet/Direct (8:00am-3:45pm) 4ppl

_____Pre Conference Institute II 1person

____  Pre Conference Forum 1person

Wednesday,  July 25

_____CEU Table (7:30am-5:00pm) 2ppl

_____Conf Office (7:30am – 5:00pm) 2ppl

_____Registration (7:30am-5:00pm) 6ppl

_____Meet/Direct (7:30am-4:45pm) 4ppl 

_____Session A  1st ____ 2nd____  3rd____

_____Session B 1st____  2nd____  3rd____

____  Session C 1st____  2nd____  3rd____

Thursday,  July 26

_____CEU Table 7:30am-5:00pm)  2ppl

_____Conf Office (7:30am-5:00pm) 2ppl

_____Registration (7:30am-5:00pm) 4ppl

_____Meet/Direct (7:30pm-4:45pm) 4ppl

_____Session D 1st ____ 2nd____  3rd____

_____Session E 1st____  2nd____  3rd____

_____Session F 1st____  2nd____  3rd____

Friday, July 27

_____CEU Table 7:30am–5:00pm)  2ppl

_____Conf Office (7:30am-5:00pm) 2ppl

_____Registration (7:30am-12:15pm) 4ppl

_____Meet/Direct (7:30am-2:30pm) 2ppl

_____Post Conference Sessions 1st ____ 2nd____

Name_____________________________________________________________________

Agency____________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________

Phone_____________________________Email____________________Fax____________

Date Submitted: ____________________________________________________________

Return this form to:

 Margie Fowler, CWLA/Fax 202/737-3687 or E-mail mfowler@cwla.org
Illinois Child Welfare Foundation Training

Schedule

COOK

IITRI

10 West 35th Street

Chicago

312-328-2828

07/16/01 – 08/10/01

07/23/01 – 08/17/01

07/30/01 – 08/24/01

08/20/01 – 09/14/01

08/2701 – 09/21/01

09/04/01 – 09/28/01

09/24/01 – 10/19/01

10/01/01 – 10/26/01

10/09/01 – 11/02/01

10/29/01 – 11/21/01

11/05/01 – 11/30/01

11/12/01 – 12/07/01

01/07/02 – 02/01/02

02/11/02 – 03/08/02

03/18/02 – 04/12/02

04/22/02 – 05/17/02

05/28/02 – 06/21/02

NORTHERN

Elgin

(Site TBA)

08/06/01 – 08/31/01

09/10/01 – 10/05/01

10/15/01 – 11/09/01

11/19/01 – 12/14/01

01/14/02 – 02/08/02

02/19/02 – 03/15/02

03/25/02 – 04/19/02

04/29/02 – 05/24/02

06/03/02 – 06/28/02


SOUTHERN

Mt. Vernon

(Site TBA)

07/16/01 – 08/10/01

08/20/01 – 09/14/01

09/24/01 – 10/19/01

10/29/01 – 11/21/01

01/14/02 – 02/08/02

02/19/02 – 03/15/02

03/25/02 – 04/19/02

04/29/02 – 05/24/02

06/03/02 – 06/28/02

CENTRAL

Bloomington

(Site TBA)

07/23/01 – 08/17/01

08/27/01 – 09/21/01

10/01/01 – 10/26/01

11/05/01 – 11/30/01

01/07/02 – 02/01/02

02/11/02 – 03/08/02

03/18/02 – 04/12/02

04/22/02 – 05/17/02
05/28/02 – 06/21/02

========================================================================

UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS

========================================================================

CEO AND BOARD RETREAT

Executive Directors are urged to register today for the CEO and Board retreat on July 19 and 20 at Stoney Creek Inn in East Peoria. This will be an opportunity to exchange views on the future directions of CCAI, brainstorm on the current critical challenges facing member agencies and the association and arrive at some mutual agreement on our work plans for the year ahead. The input received at this session will provide the framework for future directions of the association as well as the basis for the strategic plan. Your input as a member CEO is essential. Please plan to attend. If you need another brochure or registration information, please contact Sandy at the Springfield CCAI office at 217-528-4409.  (MB)

RECONCILIATION TRAINING FOR SPECIALIZED FOSTER CARE

Agencies should have received a letter this week. DCFS has scheduled two trainings in Cook County on reconciliation.  This training is geared toward Specialized/treatment agencies that have not previously been involved with Reconciliation training. DCFS will go over the nuts and bolts of Reconciliation.  The training dates and times are listed below:

July 17th 9:00-12:00

July 17th 1:00-4:00

Both trainings will be held at 6201 S. Emerald (DCFS Office) in Conference Room C.  Agencies do not need to register. (MB) 

CHILD WELFARE DIRECT SERVICE WORKER FOUNDATION TRAINING

DCFS staff report that there were no registrations received from private agencies for the first foundation training beginning on July 16 in Mt. Vernon. Consequently, this training has been cancelled. There are only 7 private agency staff registered for the July 16 training in Chicago. It is imperative for agencies to get their staff registered for the foundation training as soon as possible. As a reminder, all direct service workers and supervisors who are to be licensed according to the licensure rule, must now attend the 20-day Foundation training. The first round begins July 16. There is no more PEP (5 day) training.  We urge all executive directors, hiring managers, personnel managers and program directors to review the training schedule below to assure your new hires have the opportunity to attend training as soon as possible. We have attached the current date and site schedule at the end of this Monday Report. (MB)

Calendar:

July 10 – CWAC SACWIS Advisory Committee - Springfield

July 11-12 - NEW PARTNERSHIPS FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE--IMPLEMENTING BALANCED AND

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE IN ILLINOIS, Holiday Inn Matteson

July 19-20 – CCA Membership / Board Retreat, Stoney Creek Inn, East Peoria

July 25-27 – SUSTAINING KINSHIP TIES: PERMANENCY AND BEYOND--The third national kinship care conference, sponsored by the Child Welfare League of America, will be held July 25-27, 2001 at the Chicago Hilton and Towers. For more information contact the Child Welfare League at (202) 638-2952. 

August 14 – CWAC SACWIS Advisory Committee - LSSI

Aug. 23-24 - Uhlich Children's Home presents "Building Skills for a Brighter Future"-- For further information please contact: Dee Ann Flynn at (773) 588-0180, X1275 or via email at tpsnconference@uhlich.org
Aug. 27-28 - THERAPEUTIC CRISIS INTERVENTION UPDATE TRAINING—Cunningham Children’s Home, Urbana

	For further information on any of the above, contact the staff member noted in parentheses at the end of the text:

RHM = Ron Moorman      217/528-4409  (ILCCA@aol.com)

MB  = Marge Berglind   312/819-1950  (ILCCAMB@aol.com)

JMS = Jan Schoening    217/528-4409  (JMS@cca-il.org)

BRH= Bridget Helmholz   217/528-4409     (BRH@cca-il.org) 
	RJS=Rommel J. Sangalang 217/528-4409    (RJS@cca-il.org)

SKA = Sandy Armstrong  217/528-4409 (SKA@cca-il.org)

LLL = Linda Lenzini  217/528-4409 (LLL@cca-il.org)
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